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most challenging job I’ve ever had, 
and I wouldn’t trade it for the world. 
It’s the most wonderful job. I spend 
my days doing the things that I love.

And rabbinical school was that 
too. One of the things that is so 
precious about the Ziegler School 
is they have both a commitment to 
tradition and also are dedicated to 
training rabbis who are really pre-
pared to work with people, to coun-
sel them, to support them, to lead.

I’m a musician, I began violin les-
sons a couple weeks shy of my third 
birthday, l play violin and piano, and 
over the years I’ve learned cello and 
guitar and you see those drums be-
hind you, and I get to use music in 
my job whether it’s to teach students 
services and Torah reading, whether 
it’s leading services for the congre-
gation, I get to use music regularly.

And, I love ritual. And being a 
rabbi lets me be present with people 
in their most significant moments, 
whether they’re joyful ones or tragic 
ones, and let people access the di-
vine, help people make meaning out 
of these incredible life moments. 

Link: Do you mean that you are 
leading them to a more spiritual 
frame of mind? 

EB: We have a tradition that can 
help people access what is sacred, 
and what is their inheritance—it’s 
really their heritage that I’m helping 
people access in those moments. in 

order to find some comfort, in order 
to make meaning, and you could be 
making meaning or deriving signif-
icance whether your child is turning 
thirteen or you’re burying a loved 
one. People are seeking meaning. I 
see my role as facilitating a connec-
tion between their seeking and our 
tradition. 

Link: What do you personally 
find interesting in studying the 
traditions? 

EB: For me it’s the Talmud, and 
rabbinic literature, stories and laws 
and traditions that weren’t codified.

During the following Saturday 
morning service, with about for-
ty congregants present, as Rabbi 
Baz sang from the Torah, her voice 
flowed out and filled the sanctuary. 
During the prayers for healing, she 
gently went up to each person indi-
vidually who had stood to ask for 
healing for someone and had them 
speak the name, and personally ac-
knowledged them. 

Then she gave an impassioned 
sermon that began with a story 
about trying to force her young dog, 
Scout, to do something she didn’t 
want to, and segued to how we must 
find a way to bring more legislation 
to gun control, that even if it’s not 
perfect, that we cannot do nothing, 
that we have to try. 

By Merilee Dannemann 

New Mexico News Services 
-- It is possible that the fu-
ture of immigrant depor-

tation may depend on how many 
churches have showers in their 
buildings.

That’s one factor communities of 
faith are invited to consider when 
they evaluate whether to offer 
sanctuary to an immigrant threat-
ened with immediate deportation.

But it’s not critical, according 
to Marian Bock. An immigrant 
threatened with deportation will 
gratefully accept whatever ameni-
ties you have, she said, including 
sponge baths in the sink.

Bock is a member of the Reli-
gious Society of Friends (Quakers) 
and serves on their sanctuary task 
force. She spoke recently, together 
with Justin Remer-Thamert, ex-
ecutive director of the New Mex-
ico Faith Coalition for Immigrant 
Justice, at an Albuquerque church 
where members were beginning a 
discussion of whether to become a 
sanctuary church.

The Friends Meeting House in 
Albuquerque became a sanctuary 
in March for Honduran immigrant 
Emma Membreno-Sorto, a 25-year 
US resident, married to an Ameri-
can, who has been under an active 
deportation order. She had applied 
for political asylum years ago but 

the paperwork was never complet-
ed.

The protected immigrant, who 
is called a guest, never leaves the 
property and might not even go 
outside. If she leaves the building 
even for a minute, she is vulnerable 
to being picked up by Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE). 

The community must provide 
meals and whatever else the guest 
may need. Doctors may volunteer 
to make house calls. The guest 
cannot leave the premises to work 
and may not be able to contribute 
financially.

One volunteer must stay with the 
guest at all times, including over-
night. This is so that, if ICE shows 
up, the volunteer serves as witness 
to whatever happens.

This requires scheduling volun-
teers for four shifts a day.  More 
volunteers are needed for other 
tasks. Volunteers don’t have to be 
members of the congregation but 
must have received training. The 
Coalition offers that training. 

Volunteers must be US citizens 
– a protection for them so that they 
are not subject to immigration is-
sues if they get crosswise with 
ICE.   But there is no guarantee that 
volunteers will be free from other 
prosecution. 

The sanctuary status of churches 
is not federal law but is based on 
a memorandum issued by ICE in 

2011. The memo identifies “sensi-
tive locations” where ICE officials 
will generally not arrest anybody 
unless they have a warrant from 
a judge. Those locations include 
churches, synagogues, mosques 
and other houses of faith, schools, 
hospitals, the site of a religious ac-
tivity such as a funeral or wedding, 
and public demonstrations.

However, Remer-Thamert cau-
tioned, ICE could make exceptions 
to its own rules and has a reputa-
tion for coming in the middle of 
the night. The memorandum is not 
a law. What keeps the guest safe in 
a church, he explained, is not the 
memorandum but the public rela-
tions backlash when agents invade 
a church.

An online document called the 
Sanctuary Toolkit explains:

“Generally, people enter sanctu-
ary because they have received a 
final order of deportation but be-
lieve that they have a legitimate 
case that either has not been thor-
oughly presented or appropriate-
ly argued before an immigration 
judge… Often there are extenu-
ating circumstances that could or 
should have been raised in their 
defense ….”

Membreno-Sorto is one of two 
immigrants known to be in sanc-
tuary in New Mexico. The other, 
whose case has also been publi-
cized, is Kadhim Albumohammed, 

an Iraqi who has lived in the US 
for more than 20 years and who 
previously assisted the US military 
in Iraq. He is in sanctuary at anoth-
er Albuquerque church.

Some advocates regard the “sen-
sitive locations” memo as virtual-
ly an invitation to churches to act 
as protectors to immigrants in this 
situation. 

Legislation has been introduced 
in Congress to give legal status to 
the sensitive locations guideline. 

New Mexico Senators Heinrich 
and Udall and Representatives 
Lujan and Lujan-Grisham are 
co-sponsors.

But Congress doesn’t seem to be 
engaging seriously about compre-
hensive immigration reform.

Merilee Dannemann is a colum-
nist with New Mexico News Ser-
vices. Her columns are distributed 
to several New Mexico newspapers 
and posted at www.triplespaced-
again.com and nmopinions.com.

Churches Sacrifice to Offer Sanctuary

By Diane Joy Schmidt

Rabbi Evelyn Baz, 34, has 
been the new rabbi at Con-
gregation B’nai Israel for a 

year and a half. She is the first wom-
an rabbi at the more than 90-year-
old Conservative congregation, and 
brings with her a new energy and a 
passion for the office. We sat down 
in her study on Thursday afternoon, 
Nov. 9th, for a short interview that 
was sandwiched between her many 
duties as a congregational rabbi.

Link: Where are you from orig-
inally? 

EB: I moved to New York to take 
a job with an Australian investment 
banking firm in NYC, and my par-
ents were living there at the time, so 
I moved from Australia to join them. 
I moved right after college, I was 19. 
I worked in a private equity arm of 
the Macquarie Group, and we pri-
marily focused on infrastructure, 
mergers and acquisitions. 

Link: Was there a point at 
which you became more interest-
ed in pursuing a different kind of 
career?

EB: Yes, around the time of the 
financial crises in 2008. I realized 
that to be an investment banker was 
to be really focused on money. But 
the end goal didn’t motivate me. I 
considered a lot of things, a Ph.D. in 

Jewish studies, law school, but one 
thing really kept calling to me and 
that was to be a rabbi.

Around that time Pardes, a ye-
shiva in Israel, offered full tuition 
scholarships—you could go for 
free, for a year, in Jerusalem, and I 
decided to go. Many of the faculty 
of Pardes are Orthodox. They’re 
welcoming of students of all back-
grounds. You have people at Pardes 
that are from the entire spectrum of 
Jewish life, that’s what’s so incredi-
ble about it.

Then, for almost six years, I was 
at the Ziegler School of Rabbin-
ic Studies in Los Angeles. I went 
back to Jerusalem during rabbinical 
school to study at the Conservative 

yeshiva for another year. 
Link: Did you get to the beach 

much in California?
EB: I did. I would surf before 

class. I decided that if I was giving 
up NYC which I loved, I was deter-
mined to learn how to surf when I 
started up rabbinical school in Cal-
ifornia. I love challenges. 

Link: At what level are you 
now?

EB: A beginner (laughs cheerful-
ly). When you imagine a surfer, and 
they’re graceful, and they’re cutting 
back, and — not that! If you picture 
someone sort of awkwardly getting 
up, slowly, you got me. 

What I love about it, and I think 
it’s kind of a metaphor for life, it 
doesn’t matter how skillful you are, 
it’s still such a joyful activity, it’s 
still so much fun, even when you’re 
absolutely a beginner, and even if 
you paddle out and you fall off ten 
times in a row and you get pum-
meled by a wave ten times in a row, 
you’re still learning, and the next 
time you go out you’ll be better, and 
you won’t fall in the same way, and I 
feel so much of life is like that. And 
we too often give up when that wave 
comes crashing over us, but the trick 
is to, is to learn how to catch it.

Link: Is it everything you’d 
hoped it would be, to become a 
rabbi? 

EB: It’s really incredible. It’s the 
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Immanuel Mennonite Church in Harrisonburg, VA, photo from Wel-
come Your Neighbors Facebook page.

Rabbi Evelyn Baz

By Sabra Minkus, immediate past president, 
Jewish Federation of New Mexico

Imagine growing up in a very small village in the middle of rice 
paddies, dense lush green jungles filled with tropical flowers, bril-
liantly colored birds, insects of every kind, snakes, monkeys, ti-

gers and a multitude of other amazing creatures.
“The village had only 13 houses that were far apart and there was 

jungle between them where tigers roamed and animals were hunted. I 
was very afraid of them. When my brother and I went to fetch water 
in the nearby stream, we would see tigers and other animals moving 
about.”

Parents would leave their children to work in the rice paddies. 
Chilren prepared the evening meal. “We cooked rice, corn and other 
things. The gravy for the rice was easy to make. We could find all the 
ingredients in our garden or growing near the house. Our mother told 
us each day what to cook.”

Adults grew cotton in addition to the rice paddies and vegetable 
gardens. 

“My mother made clothing from the yarn (spun from the cotton). 
Most of the time, I wore a bottong, a kind of sleeveless shift, that she 
made. When we were young, we hardly had any clothes, and went 
about half-naked.”

The children had to be very creative in spending days alone.
“The boys played at wrestling, throwing spears. We swung from 

ropes to see who could swing the farthest. We had a game in which we 
held hands in a circle around a child in the middle who had to break 
free. The child would keep crouching down and jumping up looking 
for a way out.”

After filming the documentary, This Song is Old, we followed the 
quest of the B’nei Menashe in their dream to go from the far north-
eastern part of India, Manipur and Mizoram, to Israel. Over the years, 
I kept in contact with them and with the help of Hillel Halkin and oth-
ers, we began to look for a way to continue telling their amazing story. 

We decided to undertake an oral history project with some of the 
B’nai Menashe who made aliya to Israel. Thus far, over 30 interviews 
have been conducted, and you just read a few excerpts from one of 
them. 

I would like to share a bit more of some of the interviews and hope 
that they will give you some insight as to the amazing journey they 
have made over centuries.

First, a little more background. The B’nai Menashe are believed 
to be descendants of Manasseh, the eldest son of Joseph. They were 
expelled from their lands on both sides of the Jordan river by the 
Assyrians around 721BCE. After many centuries, they ended up in 
the far northeastern corner of India, where they have resided since 
the 1500s. During their sojourn in India, they assimilated with lo-
cal tribes, the Kuki, Chin and Mizo. For 2,300 years they maintained 
some traditions and festivals that are close to those celebrated by Jew-
ish communities. 

One of the festivals is Kut, and it is still practiced today. It takes 
place in March or April and lasts for three days. 

“The whole village went to a hill outside it and a siel (water buffa-
lo) was sacrificed to Pathen (God). The village priest was in charge 
of this. On this day, too, every family went to the jungle to fetch ma-
terials for a new doibum (a bamboo box containing ritual objects) for 
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The Jewish Care Program is pleased to announce that it will in-
crease social service support to the Jewish community in Santa 
Fe, opening an office housed at Temple Beth Shalom in ear-

ly 2018. The office will be staffed by a social worker dedicated to 
serving the Santa Fe community.  “We look forward to enhancing 
our growing presence in Santa Fe and serving the community in a 
meaningful way,” remarked Marvin Gottlieb, president of the board 
of directors of the Jewish Federation of New Mexico. Dorothea Mi-
gliori, executive director of Temple Beth Shalom, said, “Temple Beth 
Shalom is delighted to be providing office space to the Jewish Care 
Program.  We are very glad to have this opportunity to help them ex-
tend their services to Santa Fe.”  

The Jewish Care Program (JCP) provides connection and resourc-
es to the most vulnerable members of our community. JCP offers 
a resource and referral service, outreach to isolated Jewish seniors 
through home visits by volunteers and delivery of holiday baskets, 
plus emergency rent and utility assistance funding, and support 
groups.  In addition, JCP provides a case worker dedicated to assisting 
Holocaust survivors in New Mexico.  JCP services are provided at no 
charge and are available to all.  

Federation’s Jewish Care Program to Open Santa Fe Office
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Recording the Oral History of the B’nei Menashe

One of the first elderly gentlemen interviewed for the oral history 
project, photo courtesy of Sabra Minkus

In the Age of Bregman, 
to be a Fan is to be a Jew

Page 9

A Visit with 
Rabbi Evelyn Baz

Page 5

Life & Legacy 
Page 2

By Sabra Minkus, immediate past president, 
Jewish Federation of New Mexico

Imagine growing up in a very small village in the middle of rice 
paddies, dense lush green jungles filled with tropical flowers, bril-
liantly colored birds, insects of every kind, snakes, monkeys, ti-

gers and a multitude of other amazing creatures.
“The village had only 13 houses that were far apart and there was 

jungle between them where tigers roamed and animals were hunted. I 
was very afraid of them. When my brother and I went to fetch water 
in the nearby stream, we would see tigers and other animals moving 
about.”

Parents would leave their children to work in the rice paddies. 
Chilren prepared the evening meal. “We cooked rice, corn and other 
things. The gravy for the rice was easy to make. We could find all the 
ingredients in our garden or growing near the house. Our mother told 
us each day what to cook.”

Adults grew cotton in addition to the rice paddies and vegetable 
gardens. 

“My mother made clothing from the yarn (spun from the cotton). 
Most of the time, I wore a bottong, a kind of sleeveless shift, that she 
made. When we were young, we hardly had any clothes, and went 
about half-naked.”

The children had to be very creative in spending days alone.
“The boys played at wrestling, throwing spears. We swung from 

ropes to see who could swing the farthest. We had a game in which we 
held hands in a circle around a child in the middle who had to break 
free. The child would keep crouching down and jumping up looking 
for a way out.”

After filming the documentary, This Song is Old, we followed the 
quest of the B’nei Menashe in their dream to go from the far north-
eastern part of India, Manipur and Mizoram, to Israel. Over the years, 
I kept in contact with them and with the help of Hillel Halkin and oth-
ers, we began to look for a way to continue telling their amazing story. 

We decided to undertake an oral history project with some of the 
B’nai Menashe who made aliya to Israel. Thus far, over 30 interviews 
have been conducted, and you just read a few excerpts from one of 
them. 

I would like to share a bit more of some of the interviews and hope 
that they will give you some insight as to the amazing journey they 
have made over centuries.

First, a little more background. The B’nai Menashe are believed 
to be descendants of Manasseh, the eldest son of Joseph. They were 
expelled from their lands on both sides of the Jordan river by the 
Assyrians around 721BCE. After many centuries, they ended up in 
the far northeastern corner of India, where they have resided since 
the 1500s. During their sojourn in India, they assimilated with lo-
cal tribes, the Kuki, Chin and Mizo. For 2,300 years they maintained 
some traditions and festivals that are close to those celebrated by Jew-
ish communities. 

One of the festivals is Kut, and it is still practiced today. It takes 
place in March or April and lasts for three days. 

“The whole village went to a hill outside it and a siel (water buffa-
lo) was sacrificed to Pathen (God). The village priest was in charge 
of this. On this day, too, every family went to the jungle to fetch ma-
terials for a new doibum (a bamboo box containing ritual objects) for 

Volume 47, Number 4           •           Winter 2017/Horef 5778

INSIDE

Tuition Assistance available for most income levels    505.338.3000 • sandiaprep.org

APPLY NOW FOR GRADES 6 - 12

Named a top private school 
in NM, earning an A+ rating

ORAL HISTORY continued on page 20

The Jewish Care Program is pleased to announce that it will in-
crease social service support to the Jewish community in Santa 
Fe, opening an office housed at Temple Beth Shalom in ear-

ly 2018. The office will be staffed by a social worker dedicated to 
serving the Santa Fe community.  “We look forward to enhancing 
our growing presence in Santa Fe and serving the community in a 
meaningful way,” remarked Marvin Gottlieb, president of the board 
of directors of the Jewish Federation of New Mexico. Dorothea Mi-
gliori, executive director of Temple Beth Shalom, said, “Temple Beth 
Shalom is delighted to be providing office space to the Jewish Care 
Program.  We are very glad to have this opportunity to help them ex-
tend their services to Santa Fe.”  

The Jewish Care Program (JCP) provides connection and resourc-
es to the most vulnerable members of our community. JCP offers 
a resource and referral service, outreach to isolated Jewish seniors 
through home visits by volunteers and delivery of holiday baskets, 
plus emergency rent and utility assistance funding, and support 
groups.  In addition, JCP provides a case worker dedicated to assisting 
Holocaust survivors in New Mexico.  JCP services are provided at no 
charge and are available to all.  

Federation’s Jewish Care Program to Open Santa Fe Office

“The Children of Manmasi are Underway:” 
Recording the Oral History of the B’nei Menashe

One of the first elderly gentlemen interviewed for the oral history 
project, photo courtesy of Sabra Minkus

In the Age of Bregman, 
to be a Fan is to be a Jew

Page 9

A Visit with 
Rabbi Evelyn Baz

Page 5

Life & Legacy 
Page 2

Winter 2017/Horef 5778 The New Mexico Jewish Link     13

At the Sunday morning religious 
school, about thirty children from 
pre-school to high school gathered 
beginning at nine a.m. for prayers 
and where she would lead them with 
her guitar. 

EB: We have a pretty vibrant high 
school program here. What’s pret-
ty special here is, all the kids who 
I worked with for their bar mitzvah 
last year are continuing. Most syna-
gogues lament that the kids are ‘bar 
mitzvah and done.’ Our kids are 
pretty special, they’re all here still, 
every Sunday morning, for a three-
year program.

When I talk to the kids they’re al-
ways surprised they can come to a 
rabbi’s office and it’s fun — if you 
ask the children what they do in my 
office, they say, ‘we see Scout! oh, 
and the rabbi.’ She’s a Cavalier King 
Charles, and, she’s a little adventur-
ous. She’s 2 1/2. 

Link: Do you have an activity 
you want to engage the communi-
ty with, social activism?

EB: I was heavily influenced in 
NYC by a community called B’nai 
Jeshurun and in LA, IKAR. These 
communities are creating a Judaism 
that is both is authentic to our tra-
dition, and is meaningful and lived 
and felt by its participants. That’s 
the kind of Judaism that I’m driven 
by, and try to create here in every-
thing I do. People don’t come to 
hear a rabbi’s commentary, but they 
do come to hear what our tradition 
has to say about the real world.

And it has a lot to say about 
poverty, about immigration, about 
authority and judicial process. We 
have some nascent programs here 
. . . I have been active in the com-
munity as a faith-leader speaking 
out in support of individuals who 
are seeking sanctuary in religious 
organizations in New Mexico, and 

speaking out against hate speech 
and anti-Semitism disguised as free 
speech, when UNM campus played 
host to Milo Yiannopolous, and the 
other issue in New Mexico that is 
most concerning, is poverty and 
unemployment and underemploy-
ment—I see people having to decide 
which utility they can live without.

At that, it was time for Scout’s 
walk. As they headed off with a brisk 
note into the bright fall air to circle 
the building, an older male congre-
gant came out of the synagogue and 
hurried to catch up to Rabbi Baz to 
discuss a pressing issue. After he 
tangled himself a bit in the dog’s 
leash, she slowed a bit, and he man-
aged to keep pace with them and 
they rounded the bend together.

Happy 
Hanukkah 

from 
all of us 

at 
Jon Bell, CPA.

By Helen Horwitz

Because 
“tova” is 
the Hebrew 

word for “good,” 
there’s more than 
a touch of irony in 
Tova Mirvis’ poi-
gnant and elegantly 
written new memoir, 
The Book of Separation.

Since childhood, Mirvis had been 
increasingly aware that the rules 
and rituals of Modern Orthodoxy, 
with which she had grown up in her 
native Memphis, didn’t fit who she 
was. She knew, however, that being 
“good” by being observant validat-
ed her name – and to observe was 
to be accepted. But at age 40, when 
she could no longer go through the 
motions, the author ended both her 
17-year marriage and her ties to the 
Modern Orthodox community.  

Her struggles to find meaningful 
pathways for herself, while also 
helping her three children under-
stand what her new “not Orthodox” 
standing meant for them, are at the 

heart of this honest, affecting 
book. 

A visiting author at the re-
cent JCC Book Fest, Mirvis 
described her experience as 
“The end of the world that 
shaped me.” She explained 
that she “grew up feeling there 
was only one way to be – and 
if you spoke too honestly, you 
would be on the outside.” 

In fourth grade, she writes, “I felt 
a low rumbling of anger, the same 
slow burn I felt in school when 
the boys screamed out the morn-
ing blessing designated for them, 
thanking God for not making them 
women. Without being told, we 
girls knew to use small, sweet voic-
es when we recited our counterpart 
version thanking God for making 
us ‘according to Thy will.’” 

When she and other girls com-
plained, the teachers said they were 
being “too sensitive” or had been 
“corrupted by the outside.”

Mirvis attended the Memphis 
Hebrew Academy, which her 
grandmother had helped found. 
Then, after a gap year studying at 

a yeshiva in Israel, she entered Co-
lumbia University in New York. In 
her largely segregated world, she 
lived in a dorm known as the Lower 
East Campus because of the many 
religious students who took low 
floors to lessen the steps they had to 
climb during Shabbat. 

As a senior, she met her future 
husband on a blind date. It was her 
first real relationship. They became 
engaged after 12 weeks, marrying 
eight months later when she was 
22. Despite frequent arguments that 
predicted the future, Mirvis writes, 
“I accepted that I would do what 
was required of me.” 

This now included covering her 
hair, and the author relates with hu-
mor how her curly tresses hampered 
her efforts to adhere to certain Or-
thodox tenets. For example, instead 
of getting a wig when she married, 
she had selected a fall, which most-
ly covered her head and felt less 
confining. After a wigmaker creat-
ed a hairpiece close to her own hair 
texture, Mirvis recalls how “De-
spite all the coaxing and styling, 
my own hair would have nothing to 

do with this outside entity, a body 
rejecting a foreign object.” Eventu-
ally, she stopped covering it.

Some years later, a mikvah atten-
dant directed her to do a better job 
of combing her hair before enter-
ing the ritual bath. As she began to 
comply, “I looked at my hair,” the 
author recalls. “My quiet unease 
broke open. It didn’t matter what 
she asked. I wasn’t going to comb 
it again.”  

Mirvis does not blame Ortho-
dox Judaism as the sole source of 
her discontent, although she notes 
the “intramural squabbles … over 
women’s roles and gay rights and 
the dangerous influence of the 
outside world.” She points out 
that many – including her Hasidic 
brother – find joy and fulfillment 
in following the religious maxims. 
Nor does she fault her husband for 
her unhappiness, despite obvious 
communication issues. She simply 
decided she could no longer bear 
the burden of conforming. Her 
“coming out” progresses through 
grief, anxiety and fear to the even-
tual release of the part of herself 

that was suppressed. 
Books about leaving Orthodoxy 

are nothing new. My personal fa-
vorite, from the 1970s, is Chaim 
Potok’s My Name is Asher Lev. The 
title character is a Hasidic youth 
who becomes a painter, estranging 
himself from his family and his 
community. 

But Tova Mirvis – already the au-
thor of three successful novels that 
explore women and their relation-
ships to family and faith – makes 
admirable use of her talents in this 
memoir. Her turns of phrase are apt: 
Divorce court is “the underbelly of 
love.” Her humor is to the point: 
When she takes her two youngest 
children trick-or-treating for their 
first Halloween, “we’re with other, 
non-Orthodox Jewish friends who 
don’t believe that by asking for 
chocolate they are becoming pa-
gans or idolaters.” 

From her appearance during the 
JCC Book Fest, it’s clear Mirvis has 
found the freedom and happiness 
she sought for so long. Let’s hope 
for more strong, satisfying works 
from this gifted writer.

A Memoir of Navigating a Mapless World

VISIT continued from page 5

2018 Scholarship Program
Support for Jewish young 

people in New Mexico

$500 scholarship for a 
visit to Israel 

Israel Experience Fund
4 application deadlines:  March 1, 
June 1, Sept. 1, Dec. 1; awards 
made 30 days later

Up to $500 scholarship for 
Jewish “sleep away” camp 
–  Irving and Hertha Auerbach 
Fund for Jewish Identity and 
Galit Mares Memorial Fund
Apply between February 1 – April 
1, award made by April 15

Support for young people, 
Jewish or non-Jewish, in 
the Albuquerque area:
$1,000 scholarship for college 
tuition – Neil Isbin Scholarship 
Fund
Apply by May 1, award made June 1

For information on eligibility 
requirements and applications visit 
www.jcfnm.org/grants or contact 
Erika Rimson, 505.348.4472 or 
erika@jcfnm.org.
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pre-school to high school gathered 
beginning at nine a.m. for prayers 
and where she would lead them with 
her guitar. 

EB: We have a pretty vibrant high 
school program here. What’s pret-
ty special here is, all the kids who 
I worked with for their bar mitzvah 
last year are continuing. Most syna-
gogues lament that the kids are ‘bar 
mitzvah and done.’ Our kids are 
pretty special, they’re all here still, 
every Sunday morning, for a three-
year program.

When I talk to the kids they’re al-
ways surprised they can come to a 
rabbi’s office and it’s fun — if you 
ask the children what they do in my 
office, they say, ‘we see Scout! oh, 
and the rabbi.’ She’s a Cavalier King 
Charles, and, she’s a little adventur-
ous. She’s 2 1/2. 

Link: Do you have an activity 
you want to engage the communi-
ty with, social activism?

EB: I was heavily influenced in 
NYC by a community called B’nai 
Jeshurun and in LA, IKAR. These 
communities are creating a Judaism 
that is both is authentic to our tra-
dition, and is meaningful and lived 
and felt by its participants. That’s 
the kind of Judaism that I’m driven 
by, and try to create here in every-
thing I do. People don’t come to 
hear a rabbi’s commentary, but they 
do come to hear what our tradition 
has to say about the real world.

And it has a lot to say about 
poverty, about immigration, about 
authority and judicial process. We 
have some nascent programs here 
. . . I have been active in the com-
munity as a faith-leader speaking 
out in support of individuals who 
are seeking sanctuary in religious 
organizations in New Mexico, and 

speaking out against hate speech 
and anti-Semitism disguised as free 
speech, when UNM campus played 
host to Milo Yiannopolous, and the 
other issue in New Mexico that is 
most concerning, is poverty and 
unemployment and underemploy-
ment—I see people having to decide 
which utility they can live without.

At that, it was time for Scout’s 
walk. As they headed off with a brisk 
note into the bright fall air to circle 
the building, an older male congre-
gant came out of the synagogue and 
hurried to catch up to Rabbi Baz to 
discuss a pressing issue. After he 
tangled himself a bit in the dog’s 
leash, she slowed a bit, and he man-
aged to keep pace with them and 
they rounded the bend together.

Happy 
Hanukkah 

from 
all of us 

at 
Jon Bell, CPA.

By Helen Horwitz

Because 
“tova” is 
the Hebrew 

word for “good,” 
there’s more than 
a touch of irony in 
Tova Mirvis’ poi-
gnant and elegantly 
written new memoir, 
The Book of Separation.

Since childhood, Mirvis had been 
increasingly aware that the rules 
and rituals of Modern Orthodoxy, 
with which she had grown up in her 
native Memphis, didn’t fit who she 
was. She knew, however, that being 
“good” by being observant validat-
ed her name – and to observe was 
to be accepted. But at age 40, when 
she could no longer go through the 
motions, the author ended both her 
17-year marriage and her ties to the 
Modern Orthodox community.  

Her struggles to find meaningful 
pathways for herself, while also 
helping her three children under-
stand what her new “not Orthodox” 
standing meant for them, are at the 

heart of this honest, affecting 
book. 

A visiting author at the re-
cent JCC Book Fest, Mirvis 
described her experience as 
“The end of the world that 
shaped me.” She explained 
that she “grew up feeling there 
was only one way to be – and 
if you spoke too honestly, you 
would be on the outside.” 

In fourth grade, she writes, “I felt 
a low rumbling of anger, the same 
slow burn I felt in school when 
the boys screamed out the morn-
ing blessing designated for them, 
thanking God for not making them 
women. Without being told, we 
girls knew to use small, sweet voic-
es when we recited our counterpart 
version thanking God for making 
us ‘according to Thy will.’” 

When she and other girls com-
plained, the teachers said they were 
being “too sensitive” or had been 
“corrupted by the outside.”

Mirvis attended the Memphis 
Hebrew Academy, which her 
grandmother had helped found. 
Then, after a gap year studying at 

a yeshiva in Israel, she entered Co-
lumbia University in New York. In 
her largely segregated world, she 
lived in a dorm known as the Lower 
East Campus because of the many 
religious students who took low 
floors to lessen the steps they had to 
climb during Shabbat. 

As a senior, she met her future 
husband on a blind date. It was her 
first real relationship. They became 
engaged after 12 weeks, marrying 
eight months later when she was 
22. Despite frequent arguments that 
predicted the future, Mirvis writes, 
“I accepted that I would do what 
was required of me.” 

This now included covering her 
hair, and the author relates with hu-
mor how her curly tresses hampered 
her efforts to adhere to certain Or-
thodox tenets. For example, instead 
of getting a wig when she married, 
she had selected a fall, which most-
ly covered her head and felt less 
confining. After a wigmaker creat-
ed a hairpiece close to her own hair 
texture, Mirvis recalls how “De-
spite all the coaxing and styling, 
my own hair would have nothing to 

do with this outside entity, a body 
rejecting a foreign object.” Eventu-
ally, she stopped covering it.

Some years later, a mikvah atten-
dant directed her to do a better job 
of combing her hair before enter-
ing the ritual bath. As she began to 
comply, “I looked at my hair,” the 
author recalls. “My quiet unease 
broke open. It didn’t matter what 
she asked. I wasn’t going to comb 
it again.”  

Mirvis does not blame Ortho-
dox Judaism as the sole source of 
her discontent, although she notes 
the “intramural squabbles … over 
women’s roles and gay rights and 
the dangerous influence of the 
outside world.” She points out 
that many – including her Hasidic 
brother – find joy and fulfillment 
in following the religious maxims. 
Nor does she fault her husband for 
her unhappiness, despite obvious 
communication issues. She simply 
decided she could no longer bear 
the burden of conforming. Her 
“coming out” progresses through 
grief, anxiety and fear to the even-
tual release of the part of herself 

that was suppressed. 
Books about leaving Orthodoxy 

are nothing new. My personal fa-
vorite, from the 1970s, is Chaim 
Potok’s My Name is Asher Lev. The 
title character is a Hasidic youth 
who becomes a painter, estranging 
himself from his family and his 
community. 

But Tova Mirvis – already the au-
thor of three successful novels that 
explore women and their relation-
ships to family and faith – makes 
admirable use of her talents in this 
memoir. Her turns of phrase are apt: 
Divorce court is “the underbelly of 
love.” Her humor is to the point: 
When she takes her two youngest 
children trick-or-treating for their 
first Halloween, “we’re with other, 
non-Orthodox Jewish friends who 
don’t believe that by asking for 
chocolate they are becoming pa-
gans or idolaters.” 

From her appearance during the 
JCC Book Fest, it’s clear Mirvis has 
found the freedom and happiness 
she sought for so long. Let’s hope 
for more strong, satisfying works 
from this gifted writer.

A Memoir of Navigating a Mapless World
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By Sabra Minkus, immediate past president, 
Jewish Federation of New Mexico

Imagine growing up in a very small village in the middle of rice 
paddies, dense lush green jungles filled with tropical flowers, bril-
liantly colored birds, insects of every kind, snakes, monkeys, ti-

gers and a multitude of other amazing creatures.
“The village had only 13 houses that were far apart and there was 

jungle between them where tigers roamed and animals were hunted. I 
was very afraid of them. When my brother and I went to fetch water 
in the nearby stream, we would see tigers and other animals moving 
about.”

Parents would leave their children to work in the rice paddies. 
Chilren prepared the evening meal. “We cooked rice, corn and other 
things. The gravy for the rice was easy to make. We could find all the 
ingredients in our garden or growing near the house. Our mother told 
us each day what to cook.”

Adults grew cotton in addition to the rice paddies and vegetable 
gardens. 

“My mother made clothing from the yarn (spun from the cotton). 
Most of the time, I wore a bottong, a kind of sleeveless shift, that she 
made. When we were young, we hardly had any clothes, and went 
about half-naked.”

The children had to be very creative in spending days alone.
“The boys played at wrestling, throwing spears. We swung from 

ropes to see who could swing the farthest. We had a game in which we 
held hands in a circle around a child in the middle who had to break 
free. The child would keep crouching down and jumping up looking 
for a way out.”

After filming the documentary, This Song is Old, we followed the 
quest of the B’nei Menashe in their dream to go from the far north-
eastern part of India, Manipur and Mizoram, to Israel. Over the years, 
I kept in contact with them and with the help of Hillel Halkin and oth-
ers, we began to look for a way to continue telling their amazing story. 

We decided to undertake an oral history project with some of the 
B’nai Menashe who made aliya to Israel. Thus far, over 30 interviews 
have been conducted, and you just read a few excerpts from one of 
them. 

I would like to share a bit more of some of the interviews and hope 
that they will give you some insight as to the amazing journey they 
have made over centuries.

First, a little more background. The B’nai Menashe are believed 
to be descendants of Manasseh, the eldest son of Joseph. They were 
expelled from their lands on both sides of the Jordan river by the 
Assyrians around 721BCE. After many centuries, they ended up in 
the far northeastern corner of India, where they have resided since 
the 1500s. During their sojourn in India, they assimilated with lo-
cal tribes, the Kuki, Chin and Mizo. For 2,300 years they maintained 
some traditions and festivals that are close to those celebrated by Jew-
ish communities. 

One of the festivals is Kut, and it is still practiced today. It takes 
place in March or April and lasts for three days. 

“The whole village went to a hill outside it and a siel (water buffa-
lo) was sacrificed to Pathen (God). The village priest was in charge 
of this. On this day, too, every family went to the jungle to fetch ma-
terials for a new doibum (a bamboo box containing ritual objects) for 
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The Jewish Care Program is pleased to announce that it will in-
crease social service support to the Jewish community in Santa 
Fe, opening an office housed at Temple Beth Shalom in ear-

ly 2018. The office will be staffed by a social worker dedicated to 
serving the Santa Fe community.  “We look forward to enhancing 
our growing presence in Santa Fe and serving the community in a 
meaningful way,” remarked Marvin Gottlieb, president of the board 
of directors of the Jewish Federation of New Mexico. Dorothea Mi-
gliori, executive director of Temple Beth Shalom, said, “Temple Beth 
Shalom is delighted to be providing office space to the Jewish Care 
Program.  We are very glad to have this opportunity to help them ex-
tend their services to Santa Fe.”  

The Jewish Care Program (JCP) provides connection and resourc-
es to the most vulnerable members of our community. JCP offers 
a resource and referral service, outreach to isolated Jewish seniors 
through home visits by volunteers and delivery of holiday baskets, 
plus emergency rent and utility assistance funding, and support 
groups.  In addition, JCP provides a case worker dedicated to assisting 
Holocaust survivors in New Mexico.  JCP services are provided at no 
charge and are available to all.  

Federation’s Jewish Care Program to Open Santa Fe Office

“The Children of Manmasi are Underway:” 
Recording the Oral History of the B’nei Menashe

One of the first elderly gentlemen interviewed for the oral history 
project, photo courtesy of Sabra Minkus
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most challenging job I’ve ever had, 
and I wouldn’t trade it for the world. 
It’s the most wonderful job. I spend 
my days doing the things that I love.

And rabbinical school was that 
too. One of the things that is so 
precious about the Ziegler School 
is they have both a commitment to 
tradition and also are dedicated to 
training rabbis who are really pre-
pared to work with people, to coun-
sel them, to support them, to lead.

I’m a musician, I began violin les-
sons a couple weeks shy of my third 
birthday, l play violin and piano, and 
over the years I’ve learned cello and 
guitar and you see those drums be-
hind you, and I get to use music in 
my job whether it’s to teach students 
services and Torah reading, whether 
it’s leading services for the congre-
gation, I get to use music regularly.

And, I love ritual. And being a 
rabbi lets me be present with people 
in their most significant moments, 
whether they’re joyful ones or tragic 
ones, and let people access the di-
vine, help people make meaning out 
of these incredible life moments. 

Link: Do you mean that you are 
leading them to a more spiritual 
frame of mind? 

EB: We have a tradition that can 
help people access what is sacred, 
and what is their inheritance—it’s 
really their heritage that I’m helping 
people access in those moments. in 

order to find some comfort, in order 
to make meaning, and you could be 
making meaning or deriving signif-
icance whether your child is turning 
thirteen or you’re burying a loved 
one. People are seeking meaning. I 
see my role as facilitating a connec-
tion between their seeking and our 
tradition. 

Link: What do you personally 
find interesting in studying the 
traditions? 

EB: For me it’s the Talmud, and 
rabbinic literature, stories and laws 
and traditions that weren’t codified.

During the following Saturday 
morning service, with about for-
ty congregants present, as Rabbi 
Baz sang from the Torah, her voice 
flowed out and filled the sanctuary. 
During the prayers for healing, she 
gently went up to each person indi-
vidually who had stood to ask for 
healing for someone and had them 
speak the name, and personally ac-
knowledged them. 

Then she gave an impassioned 
sermon that began with a story 
about trying to force her young dog, 
Scout, to do something she didn’t 
want to, and segued to how we must 
find a way to bring more legislation 
to gun control, that even if it’s not 
perfect, that we cannot do nothing, 
that we have to try. 

By Merilee Dannemann 

New Mexico News Services 
-- It is possible that the fu-
ture of immigrant depor-

tation may depend on how many 
churches have showers in their 
buildings.

That’s one factor communities of 
faith are invited to consider when 
they evaluate whether to offer 
sanctuary to an immigrant threat-
ened with immediate deportation.

But it’s not critical, according 
to Marian Bock. An immigrant 
threatened with deportation will 
gratefully accept whatever ameni-
ties you have, she said, including 
sponge baths in the sink.

Bock is a member of the Reli-
gious Society of Friends (Quakers) 
and serves on their sanctuary task 
force. She spoke recently, together 
with Justin Remer-Thamert, ex-
ecutive director of the New Mex-
ico Faith Coalition for Immigrant 
Justice, at an Albuquerque church 
where members were beginning a 
discussion of whether to become a 
sanctuary church.

The Friends Meeting House in 
Albuquerque became a sanctuary 
in March for Honduran immigrant 
Emma Membreno-Sorto, a 25-year 
US resident, married to an Ameri-
can, who has been under an active 
deportation order. She had applied 
for political asylum years ago but 

the paperwork was never complet-
ed.

The protected immigrant, who 
is called a guest, never leaves the 
property and might not even go 
outside. If she leaves the building 
even for a minute, she is vulnerable 
to being picked up by Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE). 

The community must provide 
meals and whatever else the guest 
may need. Doctors may volunteer 
to make house calls. The guest 
cannot leave the premises to work 
and may not be able to contribute 
financially.

One volunteer must stay with the 
guest at all times, including over-
night. This is so that, if ICE shows 
up, the volunteer serves as witness 
to whatever happens.

This requires scheduling volun-
teers for four shifts a day.  More 
volunteers are needed for other 
tasks. Volunteers don’t have to be 
members of the congregation but 
must have received training. The 
Coalition offers that training. 

Volunteers must be US citizens 
– a protection for them so that they 
are not subject to immigration is-
sues if they get crosswise with 
ICE.   But there is no guarantee that 
volunteers will be free from other 
prosecution. 

The sanctuary status of churches 
is not federal law but is based on 
a memorandum issued by ICE in 

2011. The memo identifies “sensi-
tive locations” where ICE officials 
will generally not arrest anybody 
unless they have a warrant from 
a judge. Those locations include 
churches, synagogues, mosques 
and other houses of faith, schools, 
hospitals, the site of a religious ac-
tivity such as a funeral or wedding, 
and public demonstrations.

However, Remer-Thamert cau-
tioned, ICE could make exceptions 
to its own rules and has a reputa-
tion for coming in the middle of 
the night. The memorandum is not 
a law. What keeps the guest safe in 
a church, he explained, is not the 
memorandum but the public rela-
tions backlash when agents invade 
a church.

An online document called the 
Sanctuary Toolkit explains:

“Generally, people enter sanctu-
ary because they have received a 
final order of deportation but be-
lieve that they have a legitimate 
case that either has not been thor-
oughly presented or appropriate-
ly argued before an immigration 
judge… Often there are extenu-
ating circumstances that could or 
should have been raised in their 
defense ….”

Membreno-Sorto is one of two 
immigrants known to be in sanc-
tuary in New Mexico. The other, 
whose case has also been publi-
cized, is Kadhim Albumohammed, 

an Iraqi who has lived in the US 
for more than 20 years and who 
previously assisted the US military 
in Iraq. He is in sanctuary at anoth-
er Albuquerque church.

Some advocates regard the “sen-
sitive locations” memo as virtual-
ly an invitation to churches to act 
as protectors to immigrants in this 
situation. 

Legislation has been introduced 
in Congress to give legal status to 
the sensitive locations guideline. 

New Mexico Senators Heinrich 
and Udall and Representatives 
Lujan and Lujan-Grisham are 
co-sponsors.

But Congress doesn’t seem to be 
engaging seriously about compre-
hensive immigration reform.

Merilee Dannemann is a colum-
nist with New Mexico News Ser-
vices. Her columns are distributed 
to several New Mexico newspapers 
and posted at www.triplespaced-
again.com and nmopinions.com.

Churches Sacrifice to Offer Sanctuary

By Diane Joy Schmidt

Rabbi Evelyn Baz, 34, has 
been the new rabbi at Con-
gregation B’nai Israel for a 

year and a half. She is the first wom-
an rabbi at the more than 90-year-
old Conservative congregation, and 
brings with her a new energy and a 
passion for the office. We sat down 
in her study on Thursday afternoon, 
Nov. 9th, for a short interview that 
was sandwiched between her many 
duties as a congregational rabbi.

Link: Where are you from orig-
inally? 

EB: I moved to New York to take 
a job with an Australian investment 
banking firm in NYC, and my par-
ents were living there at the time, so 
I moved from Australia to join them. 
I moved right after college, I was 19. 
I worked in a private equity arm of 
the Macquarie Group, and we pri-
marily focused on infrastructure, 
mergers and acquisitions. 

Link: Was there a point at 
which you became more interest-
ed in pursuing a different kind of 
career?

EB: Yes, around the time of the 
financial crises in 2008. I realized 
that to be an investment banker was 
to be really focused on money. But 
the end goal didn’t motivate me. I 
considered a lot of things, a Ph.D. in 

Jewish studies, law school, but one 
thing really kept calling to me and 
that was to be a rabbi.

Around that time Pardes, a ye-
shiva in Israel, offered full tuition 
scholarships—you could go for 
free, for a year, in Jerusalem, and I 
decided to go. Many of the faculty 
of Pardes are Orthodox. They’re 
welcoming of students of all back-
grounds. You have people at Pardes 
that are from the entire spectrum of 
Jewish life, that’s what’s so incredi-
ble about it.

Then, for almost six years, I was 
at the Ziegler School of Rabbin-
ic Studies in Los Angeles. I went 
back to Jerusalem during rabbinical 
school to study at the Conservative 

yeshiva for another year. 
Link: Did you get to the beach 

much in California?
EB: I did. I would surf before 

class. I decided that if I was giving 
up NYC which I loved, I was deter-
mined to learn how to surf when I 
started up rabbinical school in Cal-
ifornia. I love challenges. 

Link: At what level are you 
now?

EB: A beginner (laughs cheerful-
ly). When you imagine a surfer, and 
they’re graceful, and they’re cutting 
back, and — not that! If you picture 
someone sort of awkwardly getting 
up, slowly, you got me. 

What I love about it, and I think 
it’s kind of a metaphor for life, it 
doesn’t matter how skillful you are, 
it’s still such a joyful activity, it’s 
still so much fun, even when you’re 
absolutely a beginner, and even if 
you paddle out and you fall off ten 
times in a row and you get pum-
meled by a wave ten times in a row, 
you’re still learning, and the next 
time you go out you’ll be better, and 
you won’t fall in the same way, and I 
feel so much of life is like that. And 
we too often give up when that wave 
comes crashing over us, but the trick 
is to, is to learn how to catch it.

Link: Is it everything you’d 
hoped it would be, to become a 
rabbi? 

EB: It’s really incredible. It’s the 

A Visit with Rabbi Evelyn Baz

VISIT continued on page 13

Immanuel Mennonite Church in Harrisonburg, VA, photo from Wel-
come Your Neighbors Facebook page.
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